
Broken Chains  
Presents an evening with  

 

Bobby Ball  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
St Andrewôs Church, Ayr 

Friday 28th March  
7.30pm  

 
ADMISSION FREE  

ñWhere is God When things 
go wrong?ò 

 

 
A special night with well 
known Christian author 

& Speaker:  

 
John Blanchard  
(Author of Does God believe 

in atheists?) 
 

 

 

Stevenston High Kirk  
Thursday 26th June  

7.30pm  
 
 

A Collection will be uplifted on the night  

Annual Stated Meeting  
& Congregational Lunch  

Sunday 6th April @ 11.45am 
 

 
 

Please come along to the Church Hall immediately after the 
ASM for our Congregational Lunch.  

 
We will have the annual reports available through March.  

On receipt, please forward any questions or comments to the Kirk Session 
by Sunday 30 th March at the latest, since we no longer take questions or 

comments on the day of our ASM. 
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DAILY READINGS  

DATE  MARCH  APRIL MAY 

1 Acts 2:1-13 Acts 13:42-52 Acts 28:1-16 

2 Acts 2:14-41 Acts 14:1-7 Acts 28:17-31 

3 Acts 2:42-47 Acts 14:8-20 Revelation 1 

4 Acts 3:1-10 Acts 14:21-28 Revelation 2:1-11 

5 Acts 3:11-26 Acts 15:1-21 Revelation 2:12-29 

6 Acts 4:1-22 Acts 15:22-41 Revelation 3:1-13 

7 Acts 4:23-37 Acts 16:1-15 Revelation 3:14-22 

8 Acts 5:1-11 Acts 16:16-40 Revelation 4 

9 Acts 5:12-16 Acts 17:1-15 Revelation 5 

10 Acts 5:17-42 Acts 17:16-34 Revelation 6 

11 Acts 6:1-7 Acts 18:1-17 Revelation 7 

12 Acts 6:8-15 Acts 18:18-28 Revelation 8 

13 Acts 7:1-53 Acts 19:1-22 Revelation 9 

14 Acts 7:54-8:1 Acts 19:23-41 Revelation 10 

15 Acts 8:2-8 Acts 20:1-12 Revelation 11 

16 Acts 8:9-40 Acts 20:13-38 Revelation 12 

17 Acts 9:1-19 Acts 21:1-16 Revelation 13 

18 1 Corinthians 15:1-11 Acts 21:17-26 Revelation 14:1-13 

19 1 Corinthians 15:12-34 Acts 21:27-22:1 Revelation 14:14-20 

20 1 Corinthians 15:35-58 Acts 22:2-21 Revelation 15 

21 Galatians 2:11-21 Acts 22:22-29 Revelation 16:1-7 

22 Philippians 2:1-18 Acts 22:30-23:11 Revelation 16:8-21 

23 Philippians 3 Acts 23:12-35 Revelation 17 

24 Acts 10:1-23a Acts 24:1-27 Revelation 18 

25 Acts 10:23b-48 Acts 25:1-12 Revelation 19:1-10 

26 Acts 11:1-18 Acts 25:13-27 Revelation 19:11-21 

27 Acts 11:19-30 Acts 26:1-32 Revelation 20 

28 Acts 12:1-19a Acts 27:1-12 Revelation 21:1-8 

29 Acts 12:19b-25 Acts 27:13-26 Revelation 21:9-27 

30 Acts 13:1-12 Acts 27:27-44 Revelation 22:1-6 

31 Acts 13:13-41  Revelation 22:7-21 



James MacMillan, late of Grange Road, 
Stevenston.  

 
The funeral took place on 
31st January in Sydney, 
Australia of James Mac-
Millan aged 86, a well 
known resident of Ste-
venston and a former 
member of the High Kirk.  
 

Jim was the last surviving child of Robert Mac-
Millan and Jeannie Cambridge of the Trades 
Hotel Portland Place and of Royal Bank Cot-
tage in Station Road. His brothers Bill, Jack 
and Hugh having predeceased him followed 
recently by his sister May Wright. 
  

Jim moved to Australia last year to be near his 
sons David and John, their wives Daphne and 
Margaret and his grandchildren. Jim made the 
trip to visit Australia many times but failing 
health made him realise he would be unable to 
make the journey again. 
 

Jim and his late wife Ella Hodge  set up their 
first home together in the shadow of the Kirk 
wall at Schoolwell Street. It was little wonder 
then that their married and family life was influ-
enced by the Church as they both got involved 
with Sunday School and also serving as offi-
cers with the Boys' Brigade. Jim settled to work 
in the ICI after the war with Ella working in Af-
rica House. Jim rarely talked of his time in the 
army where he suffered greatly in the jungle 
warfare campaign and as a prisoner in Burma 
and the Far East. 
 

Both he and Ella bore with their usual quiet 
fortitude their sons' departure for Australia after 
they had served their apprenticeships here. 
They then had Ella's long battle with cancer to 
fight before she died in 1972. Jim threw himself 
into keeping busy running a taxi service for his 
neighbours and friends to take than to super-
markets, hospital visits and the like. In be-
tween, he also went away with his caravan 
remembering happy days of family holidays. He 
made many lasting friendships as he continued 
to help folk at the site at Dalbeattie. 

Moving first to Sinclair Street and then to 
Grange Road, despite failing health and 
sight, he joined the Elderly Forum campaign-
ing for pensioners' rights - this kept him busy 
for many years. Ultimately it was his work for 
youngsters that gave him 16 years of great 
satisfaction and reward.  
 

He volunteered for the Clued Up Kids Pro-
gramme and with the team passed on Safety 
messages to literally hundreds of North Ayr-
shire children who passed through their 
hands. 
 

When he moved to Australia he took his 
training pack with him to spread the mes-
sage to another continent. 
 

At his funeral, his family were greatly 
touched by the messages sent by Police, 
Fire and Emergency services chiefs and 
from other rescue and safety services in the 
area as well as the Clued Up Kids Team. He 
would have been very proud to know he had 
had this impact. 
 

Jim's care toward others in the community 
never faltered. For over 30 years he has 
continued to contribute to the High Kirk and 
has left instruction that flowers from him are 
still to be donated in Ella's memory and to 
help sanctify worship. Jim always said he 
owed the High Kirk a great debt as living for 
over 60 years in sight of the steeple; he 
never had to buy a clock for his mantelpiece! 
 

  

BAPTISMS/DEDICATIONS 
ά[Ŝǘ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ƳŜΦΦΦέ 

 
Sunday 20th April @ 2pm 

Dedication of 
Summer Caitlin Cassidy Marshall 

 
Sunday 27th April @ 10.30am 

Baptism of Amy Buchanan 

 
 

ADMISSION TO MEMBERSHIP 
άaȅ ōŜƭƻǾŜŘ ƛǎ ƳƛƴŜΣ ŀƴŘ L ŀƳ IƛǎΦΦΦέ 
Mrs Margaret Dalzell, 11 Skye Place 
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At the Rising of the Son... 

A View from the Manseñ 

One of the most tragic plagues that came 
upon Egypt was ña darkness that may even 
be feltò (Ex.10:21-29). The Egyptian skies 
were now filled with dark clouds gathering 
together until the sky was totally covered by 
a blanket of darkness. This was no ordinary 
dark night in Egypt, it was a dark night of the 
soul. The darkness had descended so 
quickly, not just upon the land of Egypt, but 
upon the hearts of the people. Fear was 
gripping the inhabitants of Egypt. They could 
feel the darkness keenly. Everything you 
gazed upon was  pure black. 
 
The revelation of Godôs glory in creation was 
now obscured from vision. Had the glory of 
God departed from Egypt? Would they ever 
see the sun by day or the moon by night 
again? They felt this darkness keenly. This 
was a darkness that was felt in the core of 
their being. Could things get any worse?  
 
This was now the ninth plague to come 
across Egypt, but there was still another 
plague to come. The plague of death upon 
the firstborn was ñthe plague of plaguesò. 
But through this dark night, a light dawned. 
ñGod would provide a Lamb... a Lamb slain 
before the foundation of the worldò. The An-
gel of Death could not suffer to look upon 
the door lintels of the homes which were 
stained with the blood of a Lamb. 
 
Through the blood of a slain Lamb, the Isra-
elites escaped death and would see the light 
of the sun again. A bright day would yet 
dawn upon the people of God.  At this 
Easter time we think again of the blood of a 
slain Lamb. John the Baptist declared, 

ñBehold the Lamb of God who takes away the 
sin of the world.ò Jesus the Lamb of God! 
 

From dark Gethsemane, we walk to dark Cal-
vary. Like the days in Egypt, a darkness de-
scends upon the Cross of Calvary where Je-
sus the Lamb of God hangs. The dark swarm 
of demonic creatures from the bottomless pit 
swarmed around the cross. As the darkness 
rolled in upon Golgotha, Jesus cries out in 
victory, ñIT IS FINISHEDò. Suddenly, the dark-
ness now stretches across the whole face of 
the earth. Had the Light of the World been 
extinguished? Was Jesus defeated? 
 

Can you now understand the preciousness of 
the words of our text, ñthey came unto the 
sepulchre at the rising of the sun.ò The dark-
ness now had gone, the Son of Righteous-
ness had risen with healing in his wings. Je-
sus the Light of the World had risen! The Light 
has come. 
  

"Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the 
glory of the LORD rises upon you. See, dark-
ness covers the earth and thick darkness is 
over the peoples, but the LORD rises upon 
you and his glory appears over you.ò 
 

The sands of time are sinking,  
the dawn of Heaven breaks; 

¢ƘŜ ǎǳƳƳŜǊ ƳƻǊƴ LΩǾŜ ǎƛƎƘŜŘ ŦƻǊτ 
the fair, sweet morn awakes: 

Dark, dark hath been the midnight,  
but dayspring is at hand, 
And glory, glory dwelleth  
Lƴ LƳƳŀƴǳŜƭΩǎ ƭŀƴŘΦ 

 
The darkness and suffering of this life can 
never compare to the glory and wonder of the 
risen Christ! So let the light of Christ shine 
through your life, bringing hope, love and life 
to this dark world. 

Your friend & Minister 

ñAnd very early in the 
morning of the first day of 
the week,  they came unto 
the sepulchre at the rising 
of the sun.ò (Mark 16:2) 
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PSALM 119 

Those fortunate enough to 
have been able to attend 
the Tuesday afternoon 
talks of the Foundations 
Course being held at the 
Manse, so far, will be able 
to make those who have 
not been free to attend, long for the autumn, when 
the Foundations Course will again take place. 
 

We have been privileged to listen to our minister as 
he speaks so eagerly and animatedly about Godôs 
Word to us: the Bible. We have been shown this 
Book in a new light ï as a personal message from 
God to each and every one of us. Instead of simply 
being a Book we take up now and again, the Bible 
has become a living communication, just as if weôve 
received a letter in the post from God Himself. 
 

Passages, especially in the Old Testament, that 
made us yawn in the past, turning over pages of 
apparently useless and purposeless lists of names 
or detailed instructions for priests, etc., have been 
put into real perspective, and weôve been encour-
aged to KEEP ON READING! 
 

Many of us love the Psalms, and have our favourite 
verses that we love to remember. There is one 
psalm, however, that we rarely read through. It has a 
couple of verses that are favourites with Christians 
all over; for guidance when in a tricky situation, we 
turn to Psalm 119: 105:  
Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light for my 
path. 
And before our quiet times with the Lord, before we 
start our Bible reading, we can remind ourselves of 
verse 18 of the same psalm:  
Open my eyes that I may see wonderful things in 
your law. 
But how many of us know that in this very psalm we 
are promised light (verses105 & 130); hope (verse 
81); strength (verse 28); discernment (verses 18 & 
125); freedom (verse32); to be kept from shame 
(verse 46); salvation (verse 41b); understanding 
(verses 73 & 130; Godôs faithfulness (verse 90); and 
Godôs love (verse 41a) 
 

HAPPY READING! MAY THE LORD BLESS HIS 
WORD TO US! 

It's in The Valleys I grow 
 

Sometimes life seems hard to bear, 
Full of sorrow, trouble and woe. 

It's then I have to remember 
That it's in the valleys I grow. 

 
If I always stayed on the mountain top 

And never experienced pain, 
I would never appreciate God's love 

And would be living in vain. 
 

I have so much to learn 
And my growth is very slow, 

Sometimes I need the mountain tops, 
But, it's in the valleys I grow. 

 
I do not always understand 

Why things happen as they do, 
But I am very sure of one thing. 
My Lord will see me through. 

 
My little valleys are nothing 

When I picture Christ on the cross. 
He went through the valley of death; 

His victory was Satan's loss. 
 

Forgive me Lord, for complaining 
When I'm feeling so very low. 

Just give me a gentle reminder 
That it's in the valleys I grow. 

 
Continue to strengthen me, Lord 

And use my life each day 
To share your love with others 
And help them find their way. 

 
Thank you for valleys, Lord 
For this one thing I know, 

The mountain tops are glorious 
But, it's in the valleys I grow! 

 
 

REMEMBER! 
The shortest distance between a problem and 
a solution is the distance between your knees 
and the floor. The one who kneels to the Lord 
can stand up to anything! 

a Devotional Thoughts & Letters  
A place to share with your friends of the High Kirk  
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A minister decided that a visual demonstration would add emphasis to his Sunday sermon.   
  
Four worms were placed into four separate jars. The first worm was put into a container of alcohol; the second 
worm was put into a container of cigarette smoke; the third worm was put into a container of chocolate syrup 
and the fourth worm was put into a container of good clean soil.     
At the conclusion of the sermon, the Minister reported the following results:    
The first worm in alcohol - Dead! The second worm in cigarette smoke - Dead!    
Third worm in chocolate syrup - Dead! Fourth worm in good clean soil - Alive!   
  
So the Minister asked the congregation, ñWhat can you learn from this demonstration?ò  
Maxine was sitting in the back, quickly raised her hand and said, "As long as you drink, smoke and eat choco-
late, you won't have worms!"    
That pretty much ended the service -- 

Missing Words  
 
If ñ26 = L of the Aò is 26 Let-
ters of the Alphabet, what 
are the following phrases? 
 

52 = W in a Y 
7 W of the A W 
1001 = AN 
12 = S of the Z 
52 = C in a P 
90 = D in a RA 
3 = BM (SHTR) 
18 = H on a GC 
4 = Q in a G 
24 = H in a D 
57 = HV 
11 = P in a FT 
AP = 1000 W 
29 = D in F in a LY 
64 = S on a CB 
40 = D and N of the GF 
ODWCTMB? 
2 = H in a W 
3 = LP 
4 = S in a BSQ 
8 = P in a G 
10 = GBH on the W 
15 = M on the DMC 
24 = BBB in a P 
37 = N on a RW 
39 = B in the OT 
13 = ABD 
1815 = B of W 
9 = L of a C 
32 = DF at which WF 

Easter Word -Search  

Here is part of the story of the Crucifixion, taken from Matthew 28:1
-4 of the New Living Translation. Find the underlined words in the 

word- search below. 
 

Early on Sunday  morning , as the new day was dawning , Mary 
Magdalene  and the other Mary went out to see the tomb . Sud-
denly  there was a great earthquake , because an angel  of the Lord 
came down from heaven  and rolled aside the stone  and sat on it. 
His face  shone like lightning , and his clothing  was as white as 
snow . The guards  shook with fear  when they saw him, and they 
fell into a dead  faint . 

FOUR WORMS AND A LESSON... 

NEWS FROM THE HIGH KIRK GUILD...  
 
Although our Guild is underway again, and 
Christmas is now well past, I must give many 
thanks to the young ladies of the Girls' Brigade 
and their leaders for the enjoyable and varied 
entertainment they provided for us on the last 
Guild evening in December. Thank you too, to 
all who supported the girls and the Guild that 
night. 
  
We started up again on the 10th January by 
going to the matinee performance of the Gai-
ety Pantomime and then having high tea at 
Dobbies Garden Centre. Both were excellent 
and a good time was had by all. 
  
On January 17th, when hopes of a Speaker 
from Urban Regeneration fell through, Mrs 
Grace O'Brian, thankfully came to our rescue 
and gave us an interesting talk on relaxation 
techniques. 
  
So that brings us to January 24th, our open 
evening of Scottish entertainment, under the 
leadership of Mrs Margaret Merrick and Mrs 
Margaret Cook. They brought their teams of 
ladies who delighted us with their Scottish 
Country dancing, poetry and song and made 
us all get up to dance too! The hall was 
packed as we were joined by many members 
from other local Guilds but our Tea Committee 
coped very well. All agreed it was a great 
night. 

Unfortunately, the dreadful gales and rain 
forced cancellation of the Guild on Janu-
ary 31st. But on February 7th, Mrs Edith 
Clarkson, talking on the history of West 
Kilbride got us going again. This was a 
very interesting evening and made us 
realise what a historical part of the world 
we live in. 
 
 And now, bringing us up to date, we have 
just enjoyed an afternoon mystery 
bus tour which took us around South Ayr-
shire with a stop off at Downhill Farm 
Food Shop, cafe and Gift Shop. We had a 
lovely afternoon and I give grateful thanks 
to Carol and Liam who so kindly organise 
all our outings. 
In the next weeks, we look forward to 
more interesting evenings and anyone 
who would like to join us, please come 
along you will be made very welcome. 
  
As always, many thanks to all our support-
ers, past and present, to Marglen and 
Jessie and their ladies for all their catering 
at our events and all other helping hands.  
 

Marie Seaton -  Convener.  

 
 

Scripture Union  Coffee Morning  
  

There is to be a coffee morning in St. 
John's Church Hall, Largs on 15th March 
cost of tickets is £1:20 to pay at the door. 

 
There will be bakery, jewellery and handi-

craft stalls. Proceeds are in aid of the 
Scripture Union, helping youngsters all 

over North Ayrshire. All will be made wel-
come. 
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3rd Stevenston  
Girls Brigade 

 

A great place to make new friends, 

have fun, hear stories, play games, en-

joy arts & crafts, and much more! 
 

The Brigades have had a most successful session organizing the Explorer and Junior party 
and entertaining the Guild members. Before Christmas we attended the Pantomime at the 
Palace in Kilmarnock Beauty and the Beast. On 26th January Explorers and Brigaders at-
tended the annual competition day in Largs, Explorers played potted sports. The Brigaders 
had to design a costume out of plastic bags. We gained 2nd prize. 
 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
 

7th March:  the G.B Bible Quiz is in Girdle Toll. 
 

9th March: *the Praise Service is in North Parish Church at 3pm. 
(*Lorraine Barr will receive her appointment card from the Commissioner Tracy Calderwood. All are 

welcome to attend.) 
 

15th-16th March: Leadership Training is in St. Kentigerns in Kilmarnock. 
 

28th March: St. Kentigerns Kilmarnock, Sleep over for Brigaders from 8pm till 9:30am on 29th 
March. 
 

On behalf of the 3rd Stevenston officers and girls, I wish to thank all who have supported us during 
this past term. 

 

J. Montgomery. 
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GIDEONS INTERNATIONAL  
Friday 18th April 2008 (7:15pm for 7:30pm) 

Ayrshire North Branch of Gideons International will be hold-
ing a friends evening in Stevenston High Kirk. 

 
Come and hear about the work of the Gideons, and what we 

have been doing recently. All Welcome and bring your 
friends! 

  
Supper will be served in the Church Hall (Schoolwell Street) 

after the meeting. 

 
 

PARTS OF THE BODY 

Every answer is or sounds like part of the human body:  
 
 
 
 

1 A carpenterôs toolbox       
2 Those in favour        
3 Two musical instruments       
4 Twenty articles used by a carpenter ̀      
5 Two lofty trees        
6 Two good fish        
7 A number of shellfish       
8 Two playful animals       
9 A number of small animals swift and shy       
10 A number of weathercocks       
11 Two established measures          
12 Two implements of war          
13 Whips without handles          
14 Marching correctly          
15  Fine flowers            
16  A fruit         
17 Two scholars        
18 Two places of worship       
19 Two cobs of corn        
20 A desert place        
21 Peel         
22 Riverôs end        
23 Look around shop       
24 Pull along        
25 Impudence        
26 Rose fruit        
27 Funny         
28 Edge of beaker        
29 End of book        
30 Not from a stone!        
31 Part of a bottle        
32 Sort of bean        
33 Cure         
34 Goes well with onions       
35 Single circuit of track       
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Long, slow cooking makes this a most delectable chicken dish, espe-

cially when served with rice and a salad. Remember to baste the 

chicken from time to time during cooking, to prevent the chicken from 

drying out.  

 

Spanish Chicken 
 

Pre-heat the oven to 160ºC 

Take a large casserole or roasting dish (with lid), and arrange a layer of 

sliced, peeled potatoes on the bottom. Next, put a layer of peeled and 

sliced onions, and on top of that arrange a layer of peeled and sliced or 

diced carrots. Place pieces of chicken on top, arranging them evenly. 

Next, mix the following ingredients:  

 

1 can of condensed soup (thick vegetable) 

1 can-full of water  

50ml mayonnaise 

50ml tomato sauce 

50ml chutney (Mrs Ball®s chutney, preferably) 

15ml (1 tablespoon) chopped fresh parsley 

 

Pour the mixed sauce ingredients over the chicken pieces, and add two 

or three bay leaves to decorate. 

 

Bake, covered, for 2 hours, basting the 

chicken occasionally with the pan juices. 

 

Serve hot. 

Favourite  
Simple Recipes 
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a Colonial Baptist Church, Cary, North Carolina, USA  

 

EXCITING NEWS FOR SUMMER 2008 

 
From Sunday 27th July to Sunday the 3rd August we welcome a mission out-
reach team from Colonial Baptist Church in North Carolina. They are a large 
church with a wonderful vision to reach the world with the good news of the 
Gospel of Christ.  
 
Loudoun Church & the High Kirk will be sent a team who will be involved in 
running a holiday club for the children, outreach events in the evenings and 
training sessions for those who work with children or have a desire to work in 
childrenõs ministry. 
 
We would very much appreciate your help in the following areas: 
 
1. Please PRAY for the teams in all their planning. 
2. Please PRAY that the Lord will use this opportunity as a time to bring 

blessing to our church and community. 
3. Please CONSIDER offering accommodation and hospitality 
4. Are you interested in childrenõs ministry and would appreciate attending 

some training seminars? 
 
 
For further information, contact: Rev Scott Cameron on (01294) 463356 or Marga-
ret Durham on (01294) 601322. 
 
 

WHY NOT CHECK OUT COLONIAL BAPTIST CHURCH ONLINE? 
 
 

http://www.colonial.org/  
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Finance & Property News  

CHURCH HALL:  
Decoration of both Halls and staircases have 
been completed and greatly enhance the in-
ternal appearance of the Hall.  Both Hall floors 
have been sanded and varnished.  For safety 
reasons, protective covers in front of the ra-
diators below the windows in the Main Hall  
are required.  The Main Hall floor supports 
require to be investigated due to some move-
ment on floor.  The outside of the building 
could do with a face lift, walls and windows. 

 
MANSE: 
Due to the high winds, some roof repairs are 
necessary to ridge and slates.  We have also 
suggested that the vestibule should be 
painted.  
 
Each year it is the responsibility of the Kirk 
Session to have a room in the Manse deco-
rated. Last year we were able to insulate the 
Manse attic and a carpet was kindly donated 
for the downstairs toilet/cloakroom. This year 
we will be looking to carpet the Study and to 
have the Manse vestibule painted. 
 

QUINQUENNIAL SURVEY:  

Ardrossan Presbytery arranged for a manda-
tory building survey to be carried out.  This 
was done on 27 November 2007.  When we 
are in receipt of their report, we can expect 
further repairs on all of our Church buildings.  
Hopefully, NAC Cemeteries will accept re-
sponsibility for cemetery boundary walls. 
 

GROUND FORCE TEAM, STILL 
REQUIRED:  
We still do not have any volunteers to form a 
ground force team, so the inevitable is going 
to happen ï an unsightly 
garden as we approach 
the Church. The choice 
is yours.  Remember 
what it used to be like.  If 
you can help then 
please contact Stewart 
McLellan on 468054. 

CHURCH & GROUNDS:  
This year we are seriously to consider the 
disabled access in the Church sanctuary 
area. The Church of Scotlandôs Artistic Mat-
ters department have recommended that we 
create wheelchair access at the St Monachôs 
Aisle side (the pews beside the hymnbooks 
& bibles). It has also been recommended 
that we remove the pews holding the sound 
desk and create a properly designated area. 
 
For some time the Kirk Session has been 
suggesting a new Chancel carpet. This pro-
ject will be dependent upon the availability of 
finance. It has also been highlighted that the 
red cloth covering on the inside doors could 
do with recovering.  
 
Our problem with the collapsed stone wall 
on the driveway is still ongoing.  Due to vi-
cinity of list óBô building, Historic Scotland 
insisted the wall be built to the same height 
as original.  The cost for this would be astro-
nomical.  
 
Many have expressed their concerns over 
the need to rebuild. We have been in corre-
spondence with Building Control and His-
toric Scotland trying to resolve this matter 
and they will now only accept a stone wall at 
a lower height of one metre. Our Area Con-
sent Application has been changed request-
ing consideration to be given to our request.  
Hopefully this will be resolved this month, 
allowing us to proceed with the rebuild.  
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I shall arise! I shall arise! 
And once again rejoice: 
In darkness, He shall be my light, 
In Him I shall rejoice! 
 

Remember what our Lord revealed? 
Ψ¢ƘŜ ǘǊƛǳƳǇƘ ƻŦ Iƛǎ ƴŀƳŜΗΩ 
That on the Cross ς sin, death and hell 
²ŜǊŜ ŎǊǳǎƘŜŘ ǘƻ {ŀǘŀƴΩǎ ǎƘŀƳŜΦ 
 

5ŜŀǘƘΣ ǿƘŜǊŜΩǎ ȅƻǳǊ ǎǘƛƴƎΚ  
{ƛƴΣ ǿƘŜǊŜΩǎ ȅƻǳǊ ǇƻǿΩǊΚ 
DǊŀǾŜΣ ǿƘŜǊŜΩǎ ȅƻǳǊ ǾƛŎǘƻǊȅΚ 
The Love of God now shed abroad 
Lifts us triumphantly! 
 

No condemnation shall arrest 
Whose soul in Christ abides; 
CƻǊ ŜǾΩǊȅ ŘŜŜǇ ŀƴŘ ŀǿŦǳƭ ǎƛƴ 
The blood of Jesus hides. 
 

Lift up your head, raise now your voice, 
And sing most valiantly; 
For more than conquerors through Him ς  
Our Blessed Surety!  
 
BY THE BLOOD OF THE LAMBτTom Elder 
By the blood of the Lamb who died at Calvary, 
.ȅ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǿΩǊ ƻŦ Iƛǎ ŎǊƻǎǎ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǾƛŎǘƻǊȅΤ 
So by faith we draw near, all our worship we give, 
To the King, to the King, to the King 
 

Christ Jesus is Lord, we come before His throne, 
By grace we are saved and we are now His own 
So our worship we bring to our heavenly King 
Songs of joy, songs of joy, songs of joy. 
 

Proclaim Jesus Lord, He triumphs over all 
By the truth of His Word,  
!ƭƭ ǇƻǿΩǊǎ ƻŦ ŘŀǊƪƴŜǎǎ ŦŀƭƭΤ 
For no evil can stand when He gives His command 
He is Lord, He is Lord, He is Lord. 
 
 

About our writers: Rev Scott Cameron is minister 

of Stevenston High Kirk. Dorothy Rose is our Mis-

sionary Correspondent & Tom Elder is one of our 

church elders. John McClintock is a well loved 

friend and is a member of Hayocks Gospel Hall. 

A PLACE CALLED DARK CALVARY  
τJohn McClintock  (Tune: Dark Island) 
Let me tell you the greatest story of Love 
Of the Son of God who came from above 
To die at the place called dark Calvary 
To save poor sinners like you and me. 
 

But there the story does not end  
For He rose from the grave and did ascend 
.ŀŎƪ ǘƻ Iƛǎ CŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ ƘƻƳŜ ǳǇ ŀōƻǾŜ 
To show to the world that God is love. 
 

But soon the day of grace will end 
And the door of salvation will close, my friend 
So trust in the Saviour without delay 
And start for the land of endless day. 
 

There to join the redeemed in the land up above 
To sing that wonderful song of love 
Yes, sing of the Lamb who died for me 
At that place called dark Calvary. 
 
/IwL{¢Ω{ {![±!¢LhbτDorothy Rose 
(Tune: Hyfrodol) 

Christ has saved meτHallelujah! 
Saved me from the power of sin! 
All my past sins gone foreverτ 
Now I have new life in Him. 
Day by day, He saves me further, 
Saves me from each fall from grace. 
He is in my heart to guide me 
Till I see Him face to face. 
 

hƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƻƴŘǊƻǳǎ 5ŀȅ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ŎƻƳƛƴƎΣ 
When Christ comes to earth again 
He will take me up to meet Him, 
Sharing in His perfect reign. 
In His Presence, closer ever, 
Wrapped in His eternal love 
L ǿƛƭƭ ǎǘŀȅ ƛƴ ƘŜŀǾŜƴΩǎ ƎƭƻǊȅΣ 
Gathered with the saints above. 
 
I SHALL ARISEτRev Scott Cameron 
(Tune: Rowan Tree) 

Our enemy shall not rejoice 
When we in sin do fall; 
For yet again we shall arise: 
The Lord our Light, we call. 
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More than fifty years ago there was a personable young 
man, who was, first and foremost, a child of God. I knew 
him as a fellow medical student. When we graduated, 
however, I with the other graduates went on to work in 
hospitals while this young man, Gerard, went to a Bible 
College, to learn all he could about Godôs Word. 
 

After the Bible College, Gerard was still not beguiled by 
visions of success and wealth to be had in the practice of 
medicine; instead he joined a small Mission, called The 
Dorothea Mission. This Missionôs work centred upon the 
inhabitants of a sprawling ótownshipô called Soweto near 
the city of Johannesburg. Here stayed by far the majority 
of Johannesburgôs black workers. 
 

Did the Mission provide food, clothes and blankets to the 
inhabitants of Soweto? Did they facilitate better housing or 
amenities in the township? 
 

No, the Mission did not. The Dorothea Mission was far 
more concerned with the needs of the souls of the inhabi-
tants rather than their material needs. The founder, Mr 
Hans van Staden, was only too aware of the fact that the 
unsaved would be damned, and end up in hell, with ever-
lasting torment. Hans was very conscious that the things 
of the spirit were of the utmost consequence ï far more 
than the things of the body. 
 

One day, Hans had a visitor from England, and was show-
ing him around the sphere of work of the Mission. When 
his visitor exclaimed at the rows and rows of homes made 
of board and corrugated iron, saying that he hoped the 
Mission would be able to help the inhabitants raise their 
living standards, Hans explained that the heartôs aim and 
first priority of the Dorothea Mission was to bring redemp-
tion and eternal life to their souls, rather than to minister to 
their bodies. The visitor expressed his real doubt of the 
success of such an aim, given the crowded living condi-
tions in the township. Mr van Staden simply gestured with 
his arm, to show the view down one of the long lanes/
streets/roads of the township. 
 

ñLooking down there, you will be able to see some of the 
fruits of our labours,ò he said. The visitor duly looked long 
and hard in the direction Hans had indicated. 
 

ñI canôt see what you mean,ò he said, frowning. 

ñWell, do you see that some of the yards of the houses 
are like a pigsty, while others are clean and neat, with 
white washing on the lines, glinting in the sun?ò Hans 
asked. 
 

ñYes, I can see that some of the yards are different from 
the others,ò came the reply. 
 

ñNow, then, the homes with clean, tidy yards, and with 
sparkling clean washing on the lines ï those homes 
belong to the Christians, who have been converted 
through the work of the Dorothea Mission. We minister 
to the souls, and when the souls are made clean in the 
Blood of the Lamb, those people no longer waste their 
money on alcohol and drugs. Instead they use their 
money to better their living conditions. I like to think that 
we are right, putting first things first; the other things 
come right on their own, later.ò 
 

When Gerard joined the Dorothea Mission, he went into 
the township of Soweto day by day, speaking to anyone 
he met. One day he saw a man coming out of his little 
house, and greeted him. Soon they were sitting to-
gether on the doorstep, having a friendly conversation. 
Gerard told him about Jesus Christ and His atoning 
death on the Cross, and how He can forgive all our 
sins. 
 

The man looked at him long and hard.  
ñItôs all right for you,ò he said. ñYouôre white, and you 
live in a nice house in Johannesburg, with plenty of 
money for food and clothes.ò 
ñHow much do you earn a month?ò inquired Gerard. 
The man responded. 
ñThat is more than I earn!ò replied Gerard, truthfully. 
 

That little conversation made a tremendous difference. 
There was now an understanding between them in-
stead of a gulf brought about by circumstances. 
 

The man listened intently while Gerard explained to him 
that he was willing to do without, and to have a mini-
mum wage, simply for the purpose of telling others what 
Jesus Christ has done for us. He found it hard to under-
stand that a white man could be willing to refuse com-
fort and financial security, just for the sake of telling 
others. In the end, he gave his life to the Lord with 
overwhelming gratitude for His atoning sacrifice. 
 

When I heard these true stories, I fell silent, thinking 
hard: just how much was I willing to give up in order 
that souls might be saved? Temporal, material things in 
exchange for eternal riches? May the Lord call many 
more such missionaries who will give their ALL for God! 

A New Kind of MissionaryA New Kind of MissionaryA New Kind of Missionary   
ByByBy   

Dorothy RoseDorothy RoseDorothy Rose   

MARCH 

4th Tuesday 2.30pm Foundations (in the Manse) 

7th Friday 7pm World Day of Prayer (at the High Kirk) 

9th Sunday 10.30am 
3pm 

Celebration of the Lordôs Supper 
Bonnie Leslie Communion Service 

11th Tuesday 12-2pm 
2.30pm 
7pm 

Lunch Club (in the Church Hall) 
Foundations (in the Manse) 
Kirk Session (in the Church Hall) 

14th Friday 7.30pm Passover Presentation (in the Church Hall) 

16th Sunday 3pm United Palm Sunday Service (at St Johnôs) 

17thð23rd All Week Various Passion Conference (please check for details) 

23rd Sunday 11.50am Easter Celebration Lunch (in the Church Hall) 

22nd Saturday 10amð3pm Church Open Day 

30th Sunday 10.30am Guest Preacher: Dr Sam Hosain 

§ Our minister will be on holiday from Tuesday 25th MarchðTuesday 1st April 2008.  

§ Please contact Rev John Lafferty on 464180 if you require a minister. 

 
APRIL  

6th  Sunday 11.45am Annual Stated Meeting (followed by our Congregational 

Lunch. Please join us!) 

8th Tuesday 12ð2pm 
7.30pm 

Lunch Club (Church Hall) 
Kirk Session (in the Church Hall) 

18th Friday 7.30pm Gideonôs International Friends Evening (at High Kirk) 

20th  Sunday 2pm Dedication of Summer Marshall (St Monachôs Aisle) 

26th Saturday 11amð2pm A ñHomecomingò Church Open Day (transport will be 

offered to all our housebound members who would like this 

special visit to the High Kirkðrefreshments will be served 

in St Monachôs Aisle) 

27th Sunday 10.30am Baptism of Amy Buchanan 

MAY 

4th Sunday 3pm United Service (at the High Kirk) 

*13th Tuesday 7.30pm Kirk Session ?? (*only if special needs arise) 

18th Sunday 10.30am 
11.45am 

T. B. A (our Minister will be at the General Assembly) 
Congregational Lunch (in Church hall for Christian Aid) 

15thð22nd All Week Various General Assembly of the Church of Scotland (Our 

Minister & Tom Elder are Commissioners at the Assembly) 

30th Friday 7.30pm Revival Night (at the High Kirk) 

Whatôs On This Spring? 
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WEEKLY SCHEDULE  

Sunday  10.30am Morning Worship Church  

Sunday  10.30am Sunday Club & Crèche Church Hall 

Sunday  2.30pm Dalry Fellowship Afternoon Tel: 835899 

Monday  7pm I.H.C & G Agency* Church Hall 

Tuesday  Various House Groups Various 

Wednesday  10am Rainbow Club Church Hall 

Wednesday  6.30pmð8pm 3rd Stevenston Girl's Brigade Church Hall 

Wednesday  6ð7pm Prayer Meeting Church 

Wednesday  7.30pm House Groups Various 

Thursday  7.15pm Guild Meeting Church Hall 

Friday  7.30pm Revival Prayer Fellowship The Manse 

Saturday  10am Linda Turner School of Dancing* Church Hall 

*Outside organisations who use our premises. 
 

(Please contact Betty Smith on 463930 for further information on House Groups) 

PASSION WEEK SCHEDULE (March 2008)  

DAYDAYDAY   TIMETIMETIME    EVENTEVENTEVENT    

Monday 17th  7pm Evening Meeting in the Church with guest Rev Tommy McNeil. 

Tuesday 18th  12.15pm 
7pm 

Reflections & Lunch with guest Rev James McNay 
Evening Meeting in the Church with guest Rev Tommy McNeil. 

Wednesday 
19th  

12.15pm 
8pm 

Reflections & Lunch with guest Rev Tommy McNeil 
The Passion Play performed by Struthers Memorial Group of 
Churches 

Thursday 20th  12.15pm 
7pm 

Reflections & Lunch with guest Rev Tommy McNeil 
Communion Service at Livingstone Parish Church 

Friday 21st  12.15pm 
7pm 

Reflections & Lunch with guest Rev Martin Thomson 
Evening Meeting in the Church with guest Rev Tommy McNeil. 

Saturday 22nd  10am ï
3pm 

Church Open Day at the High Kirk 

Sunday 23rd  6.30am 
10.30am 
8pm 

Short Communion Service at Stevenston Point 
Easter Praise Service with guest Rev Tommy McNeil 
Closing Praise Celebration with guest Rev Tommy McNeil 
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Ministering Hope & the Love of  Christ to the World.Ministering Hope & the Love of  Christ to the World.Ministering Hope & the Love of  Christ to the World.   
   

By Maureen Kilpatrick (Christian Aid Convenor) 

Time after time, Scripture teaches us that we have a God who 
abhors oppression and injustice, who detests the exploitation of 
the weak by the strong, of the poor by the rich. We have a God 
who cares deeply for the marginalised, the disadvantaged, the 
widow, the fatherless, the alien. 
 

Two of the Old Testament passages I am drawn to again and 
again are Isaiah Chapter 10, verses 1 to 4, and Isaiah 58, 
verses 1 to 12. It is, therefore, very heartening to belong to a 
congregation which honours and obeys this biblical teaching. 
 

Firstly, the response to our sponsored walk for Sammyôs School 
in Kenya raised over £1,300 ï enough to pay for at least two of 
his salaried teachers. Before the current crisis in this country, 
the numbers in the school were growing, so requiring more 
staff.  It is our prayer that the national situation will stabilise, that 
the school will develop, and that we will increase our financial 
and spiritual support to Sammy and Millie to help them fulfil 
their ministry and follow their dream. 
 

Our input to the campaign for ñMaryôs Mealsô has been equally 
positive.  In countries such as Malawi, it costs only £5.30 to 
provide a child with school meals for a year.  The low cost is 
due to the fact that meals are prepared and delivered by volun-
teers. We raised £1,200. 
 

The feedback Iôve had from this project is amazing. Attendance 
at school has risen from 50% to 90%.  Literacy and numeracy 
levels have risen dramatically.  Bearing in mind that many of 
these children are orphaned victims of the AIDS pandemic, this 
ñMaryôs mealò may be the only regular food they have.  A hun-
gry child is impeded from learning, from realising their God-
given potential.  Our £1,200 will feed 226 for one school year.  
Thanks be to God. 
 

On a more local level, our Christmas Eve appeal provided £400 
for two wonderful charities.  £200 was sent to the Harbour Cen-
tre in Ardrossan, which provides Day Care for people with de-
mentia and respite for their families.  A real life-line!  The sec-
ond £200 was donated to Hope House in Glasgow, a refuge for 
the homeless and destitute. 

Each May, we continue to work tirelessly for Christian Aid, caring for the poorest of the 
worldôs poor.  We do this in obedience to the teaching and example of our Lord Jesus Christ 
(Read Mathew 25 verses 31 to 46). 
 

All this is done by you, a comparatively small congregation, living in a far from affluent area. 
 

We are also under considerable financial pressure to maintain three very sizeable buildings ï 
the Church, the Manse and the Hall.  This responsibility can, at times, seem truly daunting. 
 

It is, therefore, all the more commendable that we remain obedient to Godôs teaching, and so 
focus our attention on those whom He has called and commissioned us to serve. 



Book Review 
Rev Norman Cruickshank 

Walking from East to West 
By Ravi Zacharias   
(Zondervan PublishingðPrice: £8.99) 

 

Some years ago I had the privilege of at-
tending a Ministersô Conference, in St. 
Georgeôs Tron Church, Glasgow.  A vari-
ety of speakers challenged and inspired 
all present. For me one speaker left a last-
ing impression. He was Dr. Ravi Zacha-
rias. Ravi is President of Ravi Zacharias 
International Ministries and is a renowned 
Christian apologist and author. He hosts a 
weekly Radio Programme ñLet my people 
thinkò broadcast over 1,500 stations 
worldwide.   

 
He is a prolific writer 
and, in his work, com-
bines practical relief to 
the poor and encourag-
ing Christians to apply 
minds and hearts in the 
great task of following 
Christ. 
 

The above book is biographicaléa fasci-
nating record of his journey as a young 
man in India ïChennai (formerly Madras). 
These were troubled years as he movingly 
described family life as a member of the 
high caste in a home, which reflected its 
Eastern Culture. Throughout their early 
years Ravi searches for truth. In the ups 
and downs of his growing up, midst a fam-
ily, which ñfoundò Him a failure, he shares 
his thoughts, emotions and deep valleys. 
Wonderful that in and through it all the 
one who said ñI am the truthò revealed 
himself to Ravi. So began a new stage in 
his travels which in time led him to the 
west (the United States). 
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What an experience! This man who began 
life in such humble beginnings could write 
of those boyhood days ñoutside were the 
stray animals and people, each about 
some pursuit. Sometimes it was a beggar 
at the door, sometimes a leprous hand 
reaching for a handout with a plea for 
compassion. Life with all its hurts and 
pains squinted at you, squatted before 
you, and stared you down daily. This was 
the street where I grew up.ò  
 
I was thrilled, touched and challenged to 
read of the scholarly ñMan of Godò who 
gently came to a Living Faith in Jesus 
Christ, in spite of terrible odds became 
one who today continues his passion to 
encourage believers to use minds conse-
crated to the Master in giving a reason for 
the hope within. 
 
A friend read óWalking from East to Westò. 
He was so touched he went on to read two 
of his earlier books. May I highly recom-
mend this book which records the making 
of a man whose deep desire is to urge 
every Christian Believer to seek the truth 
as revealed in Christ. Then in finding the 
Saviour to grow in grace increasingly 
equipped to know the God in the shadows 
of our lives.  

 
Truth forever on the scaffold 
Wrong forever on the throne 

Yet that scaffold sways the future 
And, behind the dim unknown, 

Standeth God within the shadow 
Keeping watch above His own.  

 
(James R. Lowell)  

 

I warmly recommend this wonderful biog-
raphy. 

World Day of Prayer is an international, ecumenical, prayer movement initiated and car-
ried out by Christian women in more than 180 countries and over 1000 languages. Every 
year Christians of many traditions and all ages, celebrate a common day of prayer on the 
first Friday in March. 

World Day of Prayer services are held all around the world, beginning in Tonga and New 
Zealand in the east and continuing throughout the day to Samoa and Alaska in the west. 
We bring the needs of the world, and of the writing country in particular, before Almighty 
God knowing that He will hear and answer us, as we pray in the name of Jesus Christ, our 
Lord and Saviour. 

God invites us to have a prayer relationship with Himself, but He also expects us to have 
concerned relationships with our neighbours, throughout the world. Prayer must be ac-
companied by action, as God moves our hearts and directs our thoughts. 

 

Friday, 7th March 2008  
Stevenston High Kirk at 7pm  

This year the service comes from Guyana and the theme is:  
òGod's Wisdom Provides New Understandingó 

 

THE WORLD DAY OF PRAYER  
(Stevenston Churches) 
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Flower Ministry 

Every Sunday throughout the year, morning worship is enhanced 
by the fresh flowers which are always on the chancel. They re-
mind us of one of God's wonderful gifts, and give a lift to our 
heart. But they don't just come there by chance. Many members 
of our congregation donate them, very often to mark a special 
occasion or in memory of a loved one. 

 
There is a whole team of people involved in the flower ministry. 
Firstly there are the donors. Then come the arrangers who are 
responsible for receiving the flowers and putting them into the 
church, very often on a Saturday morning, ready for the service. 

After worship the coordinators are responsible for wrapping the flowers, discussing with the 
minister or convener to whom they will be sent, and writing the greeting card which accompa-
nies them. 

Lastly there are the deliverers who take them to the recipients for a variety of reasons. 

Every Sunday someone is given a visit and a bunch of flowers with love from our church, and 
we know how much this means to many people. 

The lists are received in April, and we are always pleased to hear from anyone who would like 
to become a donor or join our team. 

If you think you can help please phone Betty Shedden at 461206. We'd love to hear from you. 


